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FROM 


OUR PRESIDENT 


THe Bible is the great book of the world. 

It is read by more people today in more 

languages and dialects than any other book. It 

is cherished, loved, and revered by countless 

millions the world over. In it we find the 

| struggles, fears, loves, hates, and triumphs of 

| the men and women of God in all ages. Above 

| all, it reveals the life of Christ and the purpose 
of that life for the world. 


T 
I It is the great privilege of the American Bible 


Society to place this book in the hands of all 
peoples of every nation, creed, and color. To 


iw that we have dedicated ourselves. Can any work 
| be greater and more far-reaching for the king- 
dom of God? 


I call you anew to this service. In a weary, de- 
| pressed world this book of God will bring re- 
newed strength and purpose to our lives. It will 
give us a new perspective and vision, a greater 
: calm and peace, more courage for the warfare 
. with evil, and a richer and more abounding life. 
| With greetings for the New Year, I am 
Very faithfully yours, 
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President Talcott 


R. JAMES FREDERICK TALCOTT, munity House. Born in New York City, Mr. 

M.A., was elected President of the Talcott was graduated from Princeton in 1888 
American Bible andes tud1edrat 
Society on Decem- both Oxford and 
pet 3, 1931, at the Berlin, receiving 
stated meeting of the degre er oa 
Pie Board ot Mas tie ti Ovteaws 
Managers held at from _ Princeton 
the Bible House, University. As 
New York. Pit esuid ent mot 

Mr. Talcott “is Janaesael a licon wd. 

the seventeenth to Inc., his business 
hold this office, associations and 
succeeding Mr. E. honors have been 
Mrancis  Elyde, numerous, and his 
who was Presi- connection with 
dent for six years. business, finan- 
He comes to the cial, professional, 
office with wide and social organi- 
experience, and zations is exten- 
deep interest, in sive. 
the work of reli- Coming to the 
gious groups. He Presidency with 
is a member of the Swe hy aes belo 
managing boards ground and _ in 
of the American tulle O18, gate as 
Tract . Society, the confidently hoped 
New York Bible that he will be 
Society, the Bow- able to give long 
ery Branch of the and useful leader- 
Young Men’s ship to the world 
Christian Associa- work of this hon- 
tion, the McAuley ored Society. 
Miter otreet or also: is it 
Mission, Lincoln hoped that, in the 
University, Berk- years ahead, he 
shire Industrial will feel upheld 
Farm School for J. FREDERICK TALCOTT and gladdened by 
Boys, and a num- the continuous sup- 
ber of other organizations. He isa member of port of those who love the Word of God 
St. Bartholomew’s Protestant Episcopal Church and believe in the work of the American Bible 
in New York and a vice-president of its Com- Society in our own and other lands. 


Facts, Faith, and the Budget 


UDGET making is a difficult task when loyalty of many churches and thousands of in- 
taken seriously, and it is always taken very dividuals, we nevertheless know that many can- 
seriously by the Board of Managers of the not give as formerly, and many more, unaccus- 
Society and its officers. The budget making tomed to making real sacrifices for the King- 
for 1932, no less serious than in other years, is dom, will reduce their gifts. Moreover, new 
a graver task than usual. Counting fully on the friends are hard to secure in times like these. 
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What does the future hold? This can be said. 

It holds one central assurance—God’s pur- 
poses do not fail. The very conditions that 
make financial resources harder to find produce 
a new sense of human inadequacy that compels 
attention to ever-available spiritual resources, 
often ignored in prosperity. Underneath the 
economic chaos is a moral chaos,—individ- 
ual and corporate,—which can only be put in 
order when men apply to it—individually and 
corporately—Christ’s living principles and his 
living control of motive and deed. He can be 
found, to be sure, without the Book; but he can 
never be fully known and served without its 
revelation of him. We face, therefore, a re- 
newed challenge to give the Book its oppor- 
tunity to bring Christ and men together. 

Mindful thus of lessened income on the one 
hand and the greater need on the other, the 
Board of Managers has tried to steer a wise 
course. It has not taken counsel of despair, 
nor has it been moved by any easy optimism; 
faith and facts go together. Income from liv- 
ing donors (churches, individuals, and auxili- 
aries) for 1932 has been estimated at $302,000 
—which is less than any year since 1919. This 
is $90,000 less than the average of the last ten 
years, and $54,000 less than was received in 
1930 (1931 figures are not available yet). 
Other items, as income from Bible House rents, 
will be lower. 

The effect of these serious decreases is partly 
offset only by leaning more heavily on lega- 
cies and annuities, available or assured. The 
estimated income, apart from sales at home 
and abroad and local contributions in foreign 
fields, is estimated at $667,500, a decrease of 
$21,000 below last year’s estimate. Including 
publication and receipts on the foreign field 
expended locally, the total budget is $1,180,248 
or $53,000 less than the actual income of 1930, 
and $85,500 less than the income of 1929. 
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The budget of expenditure may be sum- 
marized as follows: 


For translation and revision of Scriptures, 
plates of new versions, work for the 
lind, grants to Army and Navy, 
prices below cost, grants in Africa, 
Europe and Micronesia, and indirect 
expense of other foreign work....... 
For the ten Home Agencies in the U.S. A. 
covering expenses or distribution, col- 
portage, etc., grants, and rent and of- 
FICE. EXPENSES a. sea eee eters 
For publication’in the U. S. A. (kept in 
balance with sales) 
For the twelve Foreign Agencies serving 
30 countries, covering colportage, ex- 
penses of other forms of distribution, 
grants of Scriptures, loss on prices 
listed below cost but within purchas- 
ing power of the people, printing and 
purchase of Scriptures, shipping costs, 
rent and ‘office expenses. - c..25 94-6 
For general administration including sec- 
retarial and treasury staff, publication 
of the Recorp and Annual Report, 
safeguarding of securities, pension 
allowances Mens cee are <2 kee 
For cultivation of donors, advertising, 
publicity, promotion of Universal 
Bible Sunday, proportionate share of 
expense of certain denominational be- 
nevolence promotion, and other items 
related to promotion and cultivation 


$69,928 


152,260 
325,000 


465,248 


96,465 


71,347 


A> totals budgetioneac. a: aerts.« ec eerie $1,180,248 


Steadily through the year the income and 
outgo will be watched and revisions made 
where conditions require, having ever in mind 
the challenge of these times to lovers of the 
great Book. A budget such as this has its real- 
ity only in the convictions of those who support 
it. The courage that it represents is the cour- 
age of the readers of the REcorD. We look to 
you for the assurance that our faith is not in 
vain, and that the Society’s service to mankind 
be unfaltering in this year of spiritual oppor- 
tunity, and-so a year of large responsibility. 
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The “Findings” of the Advisory Council 


Action taken at its annual meeting on December 2, 1931—see page 11 


HE Advisory Council of the American 
Bible Society, made up of the officially 
appointed representatives of twenty-three dif- 
ferent denominations holding to the evangeli- 
cal faith, has listened with great interest to the 
story of the work done by the Society which, 
during the year 1930, carried on work in 285 
languages and dialects and distributed more 
than twelve million Bibles, Testaments, and 
Portions. 
The translation, publication, and distribution 
of the Scriptures is the common task of all the 
churches, for which no one denomination has 


either the resources or equipment. The 
churches of America, therefore, have entrusted 
the American Bible Society with the major task 
of providing the Scriptures for the fulfillment 
of this mission. All the denominations alike 
are dependent upon, and make constant use of, 
the work done by the American Bible Society. 
The prosecution of their missionary work 
would be severely handicapped without its in- 
valuable assistance. 

Since this is the common responsibility of 
all the churches, the agency approved by them 
as worthy should be supported in a manner ade- 
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quate to the need and the opportunity. The 
Society is a national institution, with an or- 
ganization that is world-wide. To do its work 
effectively, it must have the consistent and ade- 
quate support of all the churches. We as a 
Council recommend, therefore, to the Board 
and Officers of the Society that an approach 
be made to all the denominations here repre- 
sented, tG secure continued cooperation and 
definite commitments on the part of all for the 
support and extension of this great work. 

The methods that are most helpful in fur- 
nishing a substantial basis are: Giving the So- 
ciety a place in the denominational budget on 
a percentage basis; the voting of a specific 
sum by some boards of the denomination; or 
an annual offering on a fixed date. We pledge 
ourselves as representatives of our different 
churches to cooperate with the Society in every 
way possible in bringing these methods before 
our official bodies and urging upon them this 
duty. 

We heartily indorse the way in which the 
work of the Society is administered; for it 
commends itself as conservative in financing 
and yet going forward unhesitatingly with 
plans for more and better work. We are greatly 
impressed with the sound basis provided for 
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the protection of annuities, and we commend 
the administration for the wisdom and pru- 
dence thus manifested. We shall recommend 
this as a satisfying way to help extend the 
Kingdom and at the same time provide an in- 
come for old age. 

We rejoice in the evidence submitted today 
that the management is alive to the importance, 
not only of the distribution of the Scriptures, 
but of getting men to read the Word. The 
various methods set forth before us we com- 
mend to the pastors of our churches as sug- 
gestive and helpful in the fulfilling of their own 
programs of work. 

Though the Society has felt the pinch of 
the depression and consequently of reduced in- 
come, yet neither the quality nor extent of its 
work has been seriously affected. The loss of 
financial income is often a blessing in disguise 
when it leads to the development of other re- 
sources. 

We wish to assure the Board and Secretaries 
that we regard their work as ours, and that 
they will have our continued sympathy, pray- 
ers, and earnest cooperation in the extension 
of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ through the translation, publication, and 
distribution of the Scriptures. 


Yours in the fellowship and service of God in Christ, 


_ J. F. FRASER, D.D 
.M. C. SWIGART, D.D 
FREDERICK A. GASKINS 
J. W. THOMPSON 
. F. A. GOETSCH 
RRUANDO. MARINES. ccc cicacuseis es 
. S. O. SIGMOND 
_ E. B. BURGESS, D.D., LL.D 
. GEORGE H. SPENCER, D.D 
. NOLAN B. HARMON, JR 
Rie WWRINTAND, &DiDustacmcccss ten 
. HOWARD V. MILLER 
. FREDERIC B. SHIPP 
. JOHN A. MacLEAN, JR., D.D 
. WALTER McCARROLL, D.D 
. JOHN H. WHITE, D.D. ) 
. RALPH S. McFADDEN f 
. HENRY DARLINGTON, D.D 
. JOHN BEEBE 
. THOS. H. MACKENZIE, D.D 
TITUS A. ALSPACH, D:D 
ee ee VO TA Wi ee ied ae eiioe Siena 
REV. S. C. ENCK, D.D 


Baptist (Northern Convention) 

Church of the Brethren 
Congregational and Christian Churches 
Evangelical Church 

Evangelical Synod of North America 
Society of Friends 

Norwegian Lutheran Church of America 
United Lutheran Church in America 
Methodist Episcopal Church 

Methodist Episcopal Church South 
Moravian Church in America 

Church of the Nazarene 

Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
Presbyterian Church in U. S. 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of N. 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church 


A. (Covenanter) 


United Presbyterian Church of N. A. 


Protestant Episcopal Church 

Christian Reformed Church in America 
Reformed Church in America 

Reformed Church in U. S. 

Seventh Day Adventists 

United Brethren in Christ 


The following representatives of their denominations were unable to be present: 


REV. FINIS S. IDLEMAN, D.D 
REV, C. G. ERICKSON, D.D 
REV. GEORGE H. JACKSON 
BISHOP W. T. VERNON, D.D., LL.D 
REV. W. C. BROWN 
REV. S. B. WALLACE 


Disciples of Christ 
Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod 
Methodist Protestant Church 


African Methodist Episcopal Church 


African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 


Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 


What Restricted Appropriations Mean 
HE following excerpt from a letter written by Secretary Tucker of our Brazil Agency 
begets at the same time encouragement and concern: “We do not make any special efforts 
or use the printed page to increase demand for Scriptures; for, under existing circumstances, we 
cannot satisfy all the requests that are coming to hand.” 


oO 
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Big Tasks Being Undertaken 


By the Rev. Carleton Lacy, D.D., Secretary, China Agency 


N Hankow I found church leaders taking a 
I most active part in the strenuous efforts 
being made to care for the throngs of homeless 
people. The task is staggering—to provide 
food and clothes and bedding, to preserve some 
semblance of sanitary conditions, to organize 
the men into labor gangs for dyke reconstruc- 
tion, to keep the women busy sewing, and to 
care for the hordes of little children. “They 
average five children to a hut,” said a letter 
yesterday. 

In the midst of a task like that, it was en- 
couraging, almost startling, to find these very 
church leaders gathered together for the first 
meeting of the Hankow Advisory Committee 
of the American Bible Society. The group in- 


afternoon to begin planning for the celebration 
of the centennial of American Bible Society 
work in China. 
To me that was a most significant gathering, 
coming just at this time. These men had their 
hands and time more than full with immediate 
emergency relief work. Yet, they found it 
important to give heed to this other task—the 
distribution of the Scriptures to these hungry 
multitudes. Their enthusiasm for Bible So- 
ciety work was no less than for flood relief. 
They look forward to doing a larger service in 
the years to come, than we have been able to do 
in the century past. They are ready and able 
to accept heavy responsibilities and unlimited 
opportunities. The future of Bible Society 
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THE HANKOW ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Left to right: Rev. F. G. Onley, Mr. Rao Chi-an, 
Mr. Chen Chien-hsuin, 
cluded the Rev. Shen Wen-chin, veteran 
leader and superintendent of the Wesleyan 
churches of the Hanyang District, who has long 
been a member of the National Christian Coun- 
cil and influential on the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association board in Wuhan; Mr. Chen 
Chien-hsuin, the literary secretary of the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary; Dr. Harvey 
Hwang, rector of St. Paul’s Cathedral, who is 
a St. John’s (Shanghai) and Harvard college 
man and has many influential relationships in 
the Hankow area; Mr. Lee Wei-chin, super- 
intendent of home evangelism for the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church; Mr. Chen Tsoong-jen, 
the manager of the Religious Tract Society 
Press; the Rev. F. G. Onley, headmaster of the 
Central China Union Theological Seminary ; 
and the Rev. E. L. Souder, of the American 
Church Mission. They had come together that 


Rev. 


Rev. E. L. Souder, Dr. 


Godfrey Hirst, 
Harvey 


Rev. Carleton Lacy, Rev. Shen Wen-chin, 


F. D. Huang, Mr. Lee Wei-chin, Mr. Chen Tsoong-jen. 


work is hopeful in the hands, and on the hearts, 
of these men who know how to get under 
Hankow’s big tasks. 

All along the way up the Yangtze to Han- 
kow the flood was still evident. Hundreds of 
miles of fields are still submerged. Many miles 
of dykes are broken down. Uncounted thou- 
sands of refugees are huddled together in straw 
huts on the bits of emerged dyke or the nearest 
available hill. 

My observation is that the present distresses 
are sobering our Christians. There seems to be 
a real and widespread deepening of the spirit- 
ual life. Many churches are asking for Bibles. 
We have been asked to send about six hundred 
to the Episcopal churches in the Wuhu recently 
flooded areas. Yesterday we made a grant of 
seventy-five to an orphanage in Shantung. 

In the mail yesterday was a request for ten 
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copies of Dr. Jefferson’s address “Search the 
Scriptures,” with an offer to pay for the same. 
A Presbyterian missionary made a substantial 
contribution toward our Bible Sunday issue of 
the quarterly, that he might have a supply for 
evangelistic purposes. A military officer last 
month subscribed $100 toward our work. An 
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American business man came in yesterday to 
get a Bible for his daughter’s Christmas. 
“Nothing is too good for her,’ he remarked. 
We have much to encourage us in the face of a 
multitude of depressing circumstances. 

Yes, the task is big and the prospect is chal- 
lenging. 
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Three Letters and Four Pictures 


HEY come through our South Atlantic 
Agency from Florida. That such condi- 


tions exist in this old part of the United States 
is disturbing. 


That the conditions have been 
discovered 
and fruit- 
ful efforts 
to remove 
them are 
brent 2.e 
made, is 
encourag- 
ing. There 
is doubtless 
much simi- 
lar work 
being done 
elsewhere. 


THE LITTLE CHURCH 


The First Letter—June 


I am busy now working here in West 
Florida for the Congregational Church Ex- 
tension Board. There are about fifty young 
people coming to a little church located near 
Pensacola. The church is twenty-five yards 
from the water’s edge, and, besides one other 


MEMBERS OF THE 40 FAMILIES WHICH RECEIVED BIBLES 


building, is the only one in sight for a long 
distance, practically hemmed in by jungle and 
sea, eleven miles from a paved highway. The 
- people are so poor they seldom get from home. 

During the two weeks in which I lived with 
these people, teaching, preaching, and visiting, 


I made some startling discoveries. 
home in the community had a Bible. 


Only one 
Out of a 


A TYPICAL HOME 


class of young people up to thirteen years of 
age, numbering thirty, not one had heard of 
Moses and his birth, and were as ignorant of 
the story of Jesus as if they had lived before 
his time. 

The extreme poor financial condition does 
not allow them to spend money on books. They 
have no hymnals, no Bibles, 
and up to my going there, 
it seems, no hopes. It is 
the most distressing of 
many such situations I have 
faced in my three summers 
of mission work. Do you 
think you could send about 
four dozen Bibles down to 
this little church? There is 
a fine group of young folk, 
if we can only teach them 
and give them the oppor- 
tunity to learn. 

The Second Letter—July 

I deeply appreciate the 
promptitude in your reply 
for my call for help. I re- 
ceived today the 40 Bibles and 100 Gospels you 
sent in response to my first letter. As soon as 
possible I will have them distributed in the 
section of which I wrote you. 

I have a large area to cover, and so | can not 
stay in one place too long. I recently went 
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into a community where the older people would 
not let the little ones come out to the Bible 
school, because they could not read or write. 
Public school laws receive little or no attention 
down in these parts, so ignorance abounds. 

To anyone who does not know of such situa- 
tions as these in which I work, it would seem 
impossible that such ignorance could be in the 
United States of America. 

The Bibles will be given out to the families 
as they come up and place their names on the 
mission register, so that each family will have 
a Bible at home. The heat is somewhat op- 
pressive here right now. Mercury in the sun 
is 130°, in the shade 105°. 

The Third Letter—September 

Inclosed are photographs which I obtained 
in the section in which I distributed the Bibles, 
so kindly sent by your Society. 

I shall never forget the look on some of the 
faces, as for the first time in their lives they 
owned a Bible. Many were shy, of course, 
and did not want their pictures taken; but I 
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SOME OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS 


One turned her back at the last moment “because the 


sun was so bright.” 

succeeded in getting these, which are typical. 

I hope these will help you in your work. The 
West Florida field is a great field for Chris- 
tian service, and I only trust I may serve them 
better in the future. I wish to express my 
sincere thanks for the magnificent way in 
which the Bible Society answered my S.O.S. 


Our New Secretary for the Siam Agency 


NEW Secretary for the Siam Agency 

was appointed by the Board at its No- 
vember meeting, to succeed the Rev. Robert 
Irwin, for twenty 
years in the service 
of the Society in 
that colorful land. 
Mr. Irwin, for sev- 
eral years prior to 
his appointment by _ 
the Society, was a 
missionary of the 
Presbyterian Board 
of Foreign Mis- 
sions. During his 
term of service he 
has seen a notable 
advance in the dis- 
tribution of the 
SCHIPiICes a cill ea 
country saturated 
with the philosophy 
of Buddhism, and has worked over and shared 
in the revision and production of the New Tes- 
tament, completed in 1930. During the com- 
ing spring, Mr. Irwin will return from Siam 
and retire from the service, in the affectionate 
esteem of the missionary force on the field and 
his Bible Society associates. 

The new Secretary, who sailed for his ap- 
pointment on December 4, is the Rev. Robert 
O. Franklin, of Erwin, Tennessee. Mr. Frank- 
lin is also a missionary of experience. He and 
Mrs. Franklin were first appointed to the Siam 


ROBERT O. FRANKLIN 


field by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions shortly after his graduation from 
Maryville College. After his first term of 
service, he took his theological training in the 
Presbyterian Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky, 
and returned to the field in 1913. During both 
his first and second terms on the field, he was 
a teacher in Bangkok Christian College and, 
for the last five years of the period, was its 
president. Returning to America in 1920, be- 
cause of family responsibilities, he shortly en- 
tered the pastorate, serving at New Market, 
Tennessee, in 1924 becoming pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church at Erwin, where he was 
serving at the time of his appointment by the 
Society. He is accompanied to the field also 
by his younger daughter, Miss Doris, and leaves 
behind him his older daughter, Miss Eleanor, 
in charge of one of the departments of the 
Presbyterian Hospital at Philadelphia, and his 
son, the Rev. Wilbur M. Franklin, in the pas- 
torate at Norristown, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin go to the field with 
an interest and affection for Siam and its peo- 
ple that has never flagged in the years of their 
absence, and are eager that through their new 
service the Scriptures may be effectively sown 
throughout all the area of Siam, from the 
streets and lanes of the seaport towns to the 
jungle villages on the mountain borders. We 
are sure that many friends of the Bible cause 
will sustain Mr. and Mrs. Franklin by earnest 
prayers for their well-being and success in the 
work to which they go so well equipped. 
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The President and Executive Officers 


NE of the historic du- 

ties of the President 
of the American Bible So- 
ciety is to sign the certifi- 
cates of Life Directorship 
and Life Membership. 
President Talcott rendered 
his first official service in 
this way. The opportunity 
was taken to obtain this 
photograph of the Presi- 
dent and the executive staff. 
Those familiar with the 
Board of Managers’ Room 
at the Bible House will no- 
tice that the President was 
sitting in his official seat on 
the dais under the noble 
portrait of Dr. Elias Bou- 
dinot, the first President of 
the Society. The picture 
will enable our readers to 


visualize the executive staff. Mr. 


Fowle, Mr. 


THE PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Darlington, Dr. North, President Talcott, Mr. Brown, 
Dr. Chamberlain. 


In Porto Rico 


By J. Marcial-Dorado, Ph.D., 


HE trip to Porto Rico and the work there 

were richly blessed by Our Lord, and I 
believe it will please you to know some of the 
details. 

The Ministers’ Association of San Juan, 
P. R., composed of twenty-three members of 
seven Christian denominations, had prepared 
two large meetings. One was held in the 
“Ateneo,” a society or club of culture where 
are associated all the intellectuals of Porto 
Rico. The other, a ministerial meeting, was 
held in the Lutheran Church of Santurce, P. R. 


The Conference in the Ateneo 


This took place at 8 p.m. on the 9th of No- 
vember, with an attendance of 780 persons. 
The theme was “The Religious Problem in the 
New Spain.” With me on the platform were 
three ministers of San Juan, the presidents of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives 
of Porto Rico, the secretary of Governor 
Roosevelt, and the presidents of the Spanish 
societies and the American Red Cross society. 


It is with pleasure I can advise you of having 
been roundly applauded by my hearers, when | 
-averred that the reading and study of the Bible 
is changing the spirit of the Spanish-speaking 
people and marking a new epoch of progress. 


Secretary, West Indies Agency 


Ministerial Conference in the Lutheran Church 


Here the theme was “The Bible Work in 
the West Indies, and the Religious Situation in 
Spain.” At the close of my address, the min- 
isters assembled passed the following resolu- 


tion: 

To congratulate our coworker, Dr. Dorado, Agency 
Secretary of the American Bible Society, for the aid 
he is rendering the missionary work by distributing 
Bibles, preaching and holding conferences about the 
Holy Bible in all the territories of the West Indies. 
Also, be it resolved to study the best means to aid 
in the most effective manner the work that the Bible 
Society is accomplishing. 


Conference in the Evangelical Union of Porto Rico 


On the 11th I received an invitation to take 
part in the annual assembly meeting of the 
Evangelical Union of Porto Rico, which com- 
prehends representatives of seven Christian 
denominations. This assembly met during 
three consecutive days in the city of Arecibo. 
At it, I had the delightful opportunity of meet- 
ing and saluting the majority of the Christian 
workers of Porto Rico. They requested me to 
speak, during the assembly, on three themes: 
“The Status of the Evangelical Work in 
Spain”; “The Progress of the Distribution of 
the Bible in the West Indies”; ‘The Bible 
Work in Cuba.” 
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The assembly approved of sending fraternal 
messages to the brethren in Spain and Cuba. 

Conference in the Presbyterian Church, San Juan 

At this conference the attendance numbered 
622 persons, the majority of whom were Pres- 
byterians, Baptists. and Methodists. By re- 
quest I spoke on the theme “How is the Bible 
received in the West Indies? How is it re- 
ceived in Spain?” 

Visit to Governor Roosevelt 


Reciprocating the attention of the Governor, 
who had sent his secretary to the conference in 
the Ateneo, I visited him in the official office. 
He received me courteously and with a sim- 
plicity and cordiality that impressed me from 
the first moment. He addressed me in Span- 
ish, and we continued the conversation in that 
tongue during the twenty-three minutes of our 
ab eteaae WV SW 
Some of); fis 
words merit 
reproduction. 
is eaiiste 26: 
mark was: 

“I am very 
pleased to re- 
ceive a repre- 
sentative of the 
new _ Spanish 
Parliament, 
who is also a 
Secretary af 
the American 
Bible Society. 
For an Ameri- 
can like me, 
Dire Dorado; 
this is some- 
thing new and very interesting, very significant 
and encouraging. I am surprised every day, 
on reading the cables, considering the great 
transformation that Spain is experiencing. It 
seems to me very good, very good.” 


JOSE MARCIAL-DORADO, PH.D. 


Afterward he asked many questions about 
the government, the parliament, the social 
classes in Spain, and the educational move- 
ment. Later on, speaking of the work of dis- 
tribution of the Bible, he reached out his hand 
and took a book from the front of his desk, 
which I had seen from the first moment on a 
pile of papers. It was a Spanish Bible, and he 
said to me, smilingly, “You see, Mr. Secretary 
of the American Bible Society for the West 
Indies, that I do not forget this great Book.” 
To which I replied, also smiling, “That ex- 
plains to me the successes of a governor in 
Porto Rico, because I believe that the govern- 
ors who are inspired by the Great Book do all 
things well.” 
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He was pleased with this sincere courtesy, 
saying: “That is my desire, to do all things 
well; although our experience in this world 
demonstrates that it is not possible to always 
do things to please everybody.” 

Before saying adieu, he extended me the 
courtesy of an invitation to dine with him, if 
I were to remain three days more in the island. 
But this was not possible, as on the following 
day, I was to take the airplane that would 
bring me back to Cuba, and it was not possible 
to cancel the passage. 


An Interesting Banquet 

The presidents of the Spanish societies of 
Porto Rico and the Consul General gave me a 
dinner. It was the first time that a group of 
Spanish Catholics invited a Spanish representa- 
tive as a Protestant, and who was dedicated to 
the work of the distribution of the Bible. They 
plied me with many questions about the reli- 
gious situation in Spain, and were surprised 
that many persons in Spain read the Bible. It 
was apparent from these questions, that nearly 
all the Spaniards there met together did not 
know the Bible. I then spoke of the Book and 
its influence in these territories. The follow- 
ing day, our deposit in San Juan, P. R., re- 
ceived three orders for 22 Bibles from the 
Spanish societies. 


Arrangements in Our Agency 

On this visit, I found that our office and 
deposit in San Juan were established in an 
inadequate building. Now I have installed 
them on a better street, No. 10 Allen Street, 
near and almost in front of the Governor’s 
Palace, in the most central part of the city. It 
is in the edifice occupied by the Presbyterian 
Church, which has placed at our disposition the 
lower part of the building, looking on the 
street, and-at a low price. We have already 
moved in and are finishing the exterior paint- 
ing and signs. This new location will con- 
tribute much, by its situation and appearance, 
to more frequent visits and thus facilitate the 
sale and distribution of our Scriptures. 

The entire press of Porto Rico, and particu- 
larly the four most important dailies (El 
Mundo, El Imparcial, La Correspondencia, and 
La Democracia) reported and commented with 
very favorable remarks on the religious con- 
ferences and services in which I took part. 

e 


A STEADY stream of appreciative letters 
about the Recorp cheers the editorial workers. 
Space cannot be taken to give any compre- 
hensive representation of the comments re- 
ceived. But it is interesting to note how dif- 
ferent issues appeal to different persons, and 
how the features emphasized differ. 
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The Advisory Council—An Appreciation 


AST year a member of the Advisory 

Council gave his impressions of the work 

and workers centering at the Bible House. It 
was a gracious and encouraging estimate. 

This year the Executive Officers would em- 
phasize the value of the Council and its person- 
nel to the work of the Bible Society. On page 
five will be found the names of those who 
attended the annual meeting and the denomina- 
tions they represent. 

This list reveals two facts. It is remarkably 
representative of the great denominations of 
the Protestant Church in this country. It in- 


cludes men carrying large responsibilities them- 
The delegation of such men by their 


selves. 


denominations to attend the meeting, giving 
the time necessary to gather from their widely 
scattered headquarters, is a stimulating in- 
dorsement of the importance of the work of 
the Society, and the high place given to the 
production and distribution of the Bible. 

The willingness of these busy men to give 
not only a full day to the meetings, but nights 
of travel by many of them, is an encouragement 
to the Bible Society’s staff, as well as a service 
to the Society’s work. 

Practically all were present when the meet- 
ing opened at 9:30 a. m. with a devotional ad- 
dress by Dr. MacLean, of Richmond. The 

‘first subject for conference, “How can we at- 
tract men to the Bible in such a time as this?” 
“was opened by General Secretary North, who 


explained the use to be made of printed mate- 
rial which had been prepared and was dis- 
tributed, such as the leaflet “The Bible and the 
Depression” (see the November, 1931, 
RecorD), envelopes with appropriate state- 
ments for inclosing penny portions, a leaflet— 
‘“Where to Look in the Bible,”—and another— 
“A Challenge to Bible Lovers.” He further 
explained the prospective use of the radio at 
different centers in the United States for the 
daily reading of Scripture passages. The dis- 
cussion which followed was too full to be 
recorded here, but will be of value to the devel- 
opment of the plans proposed. 

“The Society’s Income” was the next sub- 


THE ADVISORY 
COUNCIL—1931-1932 


Left to right, first row— 
Rev. Henry Darlington, 
Rey. Titus A. Alspach, 
Rev. John A. McLean, 
Jr., Rev. H. H. Votaw, 
Mr. Frederic B. Shipp, 
Ralph S. McFad- 
Rev. 7S. Cy Enck, 
J. W. Thompson, 
Rev. Nolan B. Harmon, 
Jip ev. uO ne. 
White. 

Second row—Rev. J. F. 
Fraser, Rev. Walter Mc- 
Carroll, Rev. Howard V. 


Miller, Rev. Thos. H. 
Mackenzie, Rev. M. C. 
Swigart, Rev. F. A. 


Goetsch, Rev. S. O. Sig- 
mond, Rev. J. E. Wein- 
land, Rev. John Beebe, 
Rev. E B. Burgess. 
Third row — Secretary 
North. Rev. DZ W. 
Fooks, Secretary Brown, 
Treasurer Darlington, 
Secretary Chamberlain, 
Mr. Frederick A. Gas- 
kins, Rev. George H. 
Spencer, Asst. Secretary 
Fowle. 


ject, opened by General Secretary Brown, who 
distributed folders detailing gifts from 
churches in previous years and the receipts for 
the eleven months of the present year, report- 
ing methods of support to the Bible cause in 
use by denominations, and tabulating gifts from 
individuals for the current and several pre- 


vious years. 


Here also the Council’s participation was in- 
forming and most helpful. One reported that 
this year, for the first time, the churches of his 
denomination by official action were to take up 
collections on Bible Sunday for the American 
Bible Society. Another stated that such had 
been the practice in his denomination for sev- 
eral years. Some representatives of the larger 
denominations judged that decline in gifts for 
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all benevolent causes would continue during 
the coming year; while representatives of other 
equally important communions thought that 
contributions would be maintained at their pres- 
ent level,—both groups thinking that the Bible 
Society would naturally share accordingly. 
Representatives of two of the largest denomina- 
tions, noting the relatively small amounts con- 
tributed for the great Bible cause by their 
churches, expressed surprise and inquired 
whether adequate efforts were made by the So- 
ciety to reach the executive authorities of their 
denominations. This led to a statement of 
methods and efforts of approach to the de- 
nominations on behalf of the Society, and a 
consensus of opinion frankly expressed that it 
was the function of each member of the Coun- 
cil to stimulate his denomination in the support 
of the Bible Society, and that every denomina- 
tion should support its work. By action of the 
Council this thought was included in the find- 
ings later adopted. 

The discussions of the morning session 
especially manifested the value of the Advisory 

e@ 


Volume 77 


Council and cheered the executives of the So- 
ciety both by what was said and because of the 
warm personal as well as official attitude of 
the members toward the Bible cause. 

The Council listened with keen and hearty 
interest to the information, placed before it and 
the Budget Committee of the Society by the 
Executive Officers, concerning the work of the 
past year and the program for the coming 
year, together with pertinent financial facts. 

Before adjourning, all unanimously adopted 
the findings recorded on page four, and au- 
thorized the attaching of the signatures of all 
present. 

The Budget Committee, as expressed by its 
chairman, was gratefully impressed by the per- 
sonnel and participation of the Council, and 
thanked the members for their important sery- 
ice to the great work of the Society in attend- 
ing this meeting and giving their valuable coun- 
sel and support. In this he voiced the senti- 
ments of the staff, who rejoice in the personal 
contacts and friendships that arise out of such 
a meeting with such men. 

e 


New Secretary for Our National Capital Agency 


HE roster of our Home Agency Secre- 

taries is once more complete by the ap- 
pointment of the Rev. Edgar Cordell Powers 
as Secretary of our National Capital Agency, 
as successor to the 
Revew aie sh Le 
Hyatt, D.D., who 
was compelled to 
withdraw some 
months ago by ill 
health. Mr. Pow- 
ers fas recently 
been appointed ex- 
ecutive secretary of 
the Maryland Bible 
Society, thus unit- 
ing in the one in- 
cumbent the two 
offices as was the 
case with his pred- 
ecessor. 
Powers, a Marylander, graduated at 


EDGAR C. POWERS 
Mr. 


George Washington University. He is a mem- 
ber of the Baltimore Conference of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, and has held six previous 
pastorates in Maryland before undertaking, in 
1929, the pastorate at Towson, Maryland, from 
which he has been secured for the work of 
Bible distribution, by the two Societies. He will 
necessarily devote the bulk of his time to the 
task in Maryland as secretary for that impor- 
tant and active society, but will also handle 
the duties incumbent on him as Secretary of 
our National Capital Agency, covering Dela- 
ware and the District of Columbia, and making 
our office in the Woodward Building in Wash- 
ington one of his headquarters. We bespeak 
for Mr. Powers the prayers and cordial cooper- 
ation of our many friends throughout this 
Agency, which is important beyond its terri- 
torial limits, because of the opportunity he will 
have to advance the Bible cause throughout 
the whole country by wise cultivation of the 
contacts at the nation’s capital. 


WE believe that the ultimate truth is so profound that it cannot be explored by any one people, 
nor expressed in any single language; and that out of the present confusion there will emerge 
in God’s good ‘time a greater unity of thought and purpose. But it cannot be denied that the present 
state of things is baffling. It calls to us to exert all our powers to overcome the difficulties; and perhaps 


it is precisely through our resolute efforts that the full purpose of God will be realized in us. We live 
in a world where things are not made easy—where, on the contrary, the best is only attained by dint of 
hard thinking and hard work. It is in the surmounting of obstacles that we find our true selves. 


—The Rev. Edwin W. Smith in “The Shrine of a People’s Soul.” 
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Colporteuring in El Salvador 
By R. C. Halliday, Colporteur, Caribbean Agency 


Extracts from a full report, currente calamo, of daily activities and events, sent to the Agency 
Secretary—the more forceful because not prepared for publication. 


ALES were low, as you will note. I have 

absolutely no excuse. I did my best. It 
does not seem to make much difference where 
one works: it is the same story—no money. 
There are thousands of homes where there is 
not one cent. Most of the old-time prejudice 
against the Bible has disappeared. This is 
proved by the readiness with which Gospels 
are accepted and read. To my mind at least, 
the lack of direct antagonism constitutes a 
great challenge, and we ought to be distributing 
portions as never before, so as to get folks ac- 
quainted with this little known book. 


We began in Cuscatincingo, the last of the 
immediate suburbs of the capital to be worked. 
Here we ran into a real streak of fanaticism. 
The children were evidently turned loose to 
annoy, and did so to perfection, dogging us 
from houses with stones and catcalls and tear- 
ing up literature when possible; but the God 
of all patience strengthens. 


Soyapango was my next town. It is the 
first stop east on the Internacional.  Curi- 
ously enough, it, too, is fanatical in streaks. 
The Central American Mission tell me it is 
impossible to hold public meetings there yet. 
Here I found, right near the capital, a higher 
percentage of illiteracy than I have encountered 
in many a day. The reason was not hard to 
locate. When the oxen came in at five o’clock, 
little boys from eight to ten were guiding them. 
They work in the fields all day. There is no 
school, and apparently it is not wanted. 

I seemed to get pretty clear guidance to take 
up next the west end of Cahlatenango. Here 
were nine pueblos with their attendant valleys 
to be done, and I had to establish a contact 
with Joachin Cardona, the native Quaker pas- 
tor in charge of the section. I had already 
written him, but had had no reply. The Spirit, 
however, seemed to lead to go ahead, “nothing 
doubting,” as He will nearly always when we 
are carrying this precious message to new sec- 
tions, and truly I found He had gone before. 
Pastor Cardona’s letter, welcoming me, was 
already in the mail if I had known it. 

There is a car which comes out here irregu- 
larly as business offers. It is owned at this 
end, and the Salvador agent could not tell me 
when it would turn up. So I took Saturday, 
the 16th, to getting ready, and then bided my 
time working around the capital until it should 
turn up. As I worked into the center of the 
city farther, I found sales improving. It may 


be good things lie ahead there yet. The way 
opened for me to come to La Reina on the 20th. 
I took along almost 400 Gospels to give out 
along the road. 


A Tribute to the Quakers 


I found the Quaker propaganda from 
Chiquimula had reached the right bank of the 
Lempa and was almost contiguous with the 
Baptist work at Apopa. I really think they 
are the most faithful evangelists I have en- 
countered. Every mountain valley in this sec- 
tion seems to have been touched some way. 
They are very courteous too, keeping out of the 
territory of other missions. One finds con- 
verts or sympathizers everywhere and, with the 
exception of the fanatics, they seem to com- 
mand universal respect, especially with the 
authorities. Not only do they evangelize, they 
consolidate. 

We crossed the Lempa on a raft, and they 
showed me a mark high in the trees overhead 
where the waters reached in the fall. I was 
glad I had come now. Everywhere along the 
road the same friendly spirit prevailed. Of 
the 397 books I disposed of that day, not one 
was torn up, and, with even that quantity, I 
had to be wise in spreading them around. At 
one place a Quaker grandmother came out with 
a cup of coffee; she saw the Gospels and knew 
a missionary was passing, she said. It was 
well she did; for that coffee, with two cold 
tortillas taken at the Lempa, had to hold our 
fainting spirits up until late at night. We ran 
into a good storm besides and got somewhat 
wet. But a warm welcome awaited us at this 
end and, of course, the inevitable meeting. La 
Reina was worked the next day. Interest was 
merely languid, no real opposition to speak of, 
just indifference. 


The Most Important Trip of the Month 

Bright and early next morning Pastor Car- 
dona and I were off with a cargo beast on the 
most important trip of the month. We struck 
straight north along the Santa Rosa road and 
by noon were well up among the pines. We 
reached La Palma before dark. Here in the 
plaza is a large cottonwood tree 39 feet in cir- 
cumference. We got this place partly worked 
before dark and finished in the morning. Sales 
were low. Had a little meeting with the only 
local believer and passed a rather chilly night 
on an improvised bed made up of a carpenter’s 
bench with a crack in the middle, and a table. 
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Next day we reached San Ignacio, a short dis- 
tance north, and with about the same results. 
The believers here were really spiritual. 

As I had been grossly misinformed about 
the size of the towns en route, and as it was 
evident much cargo would be left over, I de- 
cided to cross the border into Honduras and 
work Ocotopeque. We crossed the border at 
10:20 and reached town about noon. By work- 
ing hard, we got the town finished by ten 
Monday morning. 

We found the gun ruled. As I crossed the 
plaza, a soldier covered me with his musket 
and bade me approach, and, when I did so, 
broke into loud guffaws, raising his gun at the 
same time. His superiors applauded loudly 
for the rise he had taken out of the foreigner. 
I narrowly avoided a riot when a boy climbed 
through a bedroom window to take away a 
Gospel I had put in a house. I waited at the 
door to take it from him, and, as soon as I 
touched him, he raised a howl of murder. In 
an instant the street was full of excited people, 
including a wildly gesticulating mother. I 
walked away without a word as if no one at 
all were around, and worked on from house 
to house just the same. Sales were somewhat 
easier, especially in Bibles, on account of its 
being Sunday. 

In Honduras 

We crossed the Lempa right in front of the 
town on the 25th and worked down the right 
bank through a populous Honduranean valley, 
and again crossed another trickle into Salva- 
dor and worked the town of Citala, fording the 
Lempa again at sundown. After missing nar- 
rowly two heavy mountain storms, we arrived 
at San Ignacio for the second time. 

As our beasts were now well rested with the 
comparatively short trips of the last two days, 
on the 26th we struck across the main divide 
again for the most out-of-the-way town in all 
Salvador—San Fernando. We climbed up, up, 
up all morning. The fresh short grass at the 
summit reminded one of home, and it had no 
ticks in it. Then down on the other side, to 
have dinner in the rude hut of a believer, who 


Notes and 


HE picture on our December cover has at- 
tracted more than usual attention. Mr. 
William Thompson, of Malden-on-Hudson, 
New York, from whom the photograph was ob- 
tained, states that Albert Edelfelt, the painter, 
was of Swedish extraction, but was born in 
Finland and was a contemporary of Zorn. 
@ e 
To Bachrach, Inc., photographer, our apolo- 
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could neither read nor write. Even here the 
Quakers were at work. Every once in a while 
Sr. Cardona would point out some spur or 
nook as yet unreached, with the laconic remark 
that he was going to get there as soon as pos- 
sible. But the converts do not depend on the 
preacher. They themselves carry the Word. 
Here our luck deserted us, and we ran into 
a merciless downpour. 

We got down to San Fernando about eleven 
on the 27th. It is right in a hole on the Hon- 
duranean border. Sales were poor here too, 
although a feast was about to commence. But 
the local believers were splendid, and two souls 
found Christ that night. In fact, all along our 
trip souls were saved. Pastor Cardona is a 
tireless evangelist. I would give the message, 
and he, draw the net with always a fish or two. 


A Place Untouched by the Gospel 


Next day we had another long ride back to 
civilization, passing several populated valleys 
on the road, in all which we worked. As we 
passed the summit, our desire for a view was 
rewarded at last. The whole country from 
San Miguel to Chingo stood before us. That 
night we reached San Francisco, a place, as far 
as we know, untouched before by the gospel. 
But even here we established contacts and sold 
a few books. Fortunately, the priest was away 
in San Fernando, and we were not troubled 
by him. It was an easy stage next day to 
Tejutla, reputed the most fanatical place in all 
Salvador. We gave it special prayer and then 
went to work when the padre was having his 
afternoon siesta. You never saw a more sur- 
prised priest when he woke up. He had - 
boasted we would never work his town. He 
just stood in the doorway and stared at us_ 
and went back to think it over. So we got 
away without trouble, and even sold books. 
From there it was but two leagues home. 

Two towns remain, and we will light out 
the day after tomorrow with Vicente Ramirez, 
the Baptist preacher of Chalatenango, the most 
persecuted man in Salvador. I want to give’ 
him a special visit, just to cheer his church up. 


Comments 


gies are due for omitting to mention that the 
beautiful photograph of Bishop and Mrs. An- 
derson and their grandchildren on page 188 of 
ie December Record was supplied to us by 
them. 


THE railroader’s prayer on the next page was 
sent to us by Secretary Mell of the Pacific 
Agency, who writes that it was picked up on 
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the street near his home in Berkeley, Califor- been attracting various groups of visitors dur- 


nia, and is a copy of an old prayer written in 


1872. Its phraseology and 
thought arrest attention. 
c) e 


Tue December REcorD 
reported progress on the 
Bible House at Tokyo. 
The Board at its meeting 
in December authorized 
the Finance Committee to 
proceed with plans for the 
erection of a Bible House 
at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

e e 


THe exhibit on Ver- 


AN OLD RAILROADER’S PRAYER 


Oh! Lord, now that I have flagged thee, 
lift my feet off the rough road and plant 
them safely on the platform of the train of 
salvation. Let me use the safety lamp 
known as prudence, make all the couplings 
on the train with the strong link of thy 
love, and let my hand lamp be the Bible, 
and, Heavenly Father, keep all the switches 
closed that lead off sidings, especially those 
with a blind end. Oh! Lord, if it be thy 
pleasure, have every semaphore along the 
line show the white light of hope, that I 
may make the run of life without stopping. 
And, Lord, give us the Ten Commandments 
for a schedule, and, when I have finished the 
run on schedule time and pulled into the 
great dark station of death, may thou, the 


ing the last month. 


THE indirect service 
which the BisLE Socrety 
RECORD sometimes ren- 
ders is illustrated by a 
check for $20 which ar- 
rived as these notes were 
prepared. It came as a 
gift to the widow of sixty- 
four whose work among 
the poor mountain folk 
was told in our April 
BistE Society Recorp 
and briefly repeated in our 


sions and kindred material 
in the Board of Managers’ 
Room, Bible House, has 


Superintendent of the Universe, say: ‘Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant, come 
and receive a check for eternal happiness.”’ 


last issue. As a result, 
she has received so far 
about $150 for her work. 


The Permanent noel of the Bible* 


By the Rev. Edwin Lewis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Professor of Systematic Theology, Drew University 


HE visitor to any of the great libraries of 
the world is invariably impressed, if he 
has any imagination at all, with the illuminated 


manuscripts of the Bible. It brings to his mind, 
with perhaps something of a shock, the fact 
that what he now so lightly takes for granted, 
(Or may even cynically ignore,—the Buible,— 


was once the very center of the universe for 
devoted men, who gave not merely months but 
long years to transcribing it. They sat or stood 


at stone benches, in rooms with stone floors and 


: 


-and theological. 


| 


: 


| 


walls, poorly lighted and as poorly ventilated, 
laboriously but lovingly copying what to them 
was a sacred text. With like care they illumi- 
nated title-pages and chapter headings. After 
the passing of a thousand years the colors of 
many of these still retain their brilliant hues. 

Similarly in the world’s great picture gal- 
leries, one is impressed with the number of 
paintings that have Biblical subjects. whe 

It was, therefore, in keeping with the spirit 
of the time, that, with the invention of print- 
ing, the Bible should be one of the first books 
to benefit by the new art. There are men 
today who would give their left arm for a copy 
of the Gutenberg Bible. A long struggle was 
necessary, however, before the free production 
and circulation of the Scriptures was possible. 
The opposition to it was largely ecclesiastical 
The theory obtained that the 
right to possess and interpret the Bible be- 


longed to the priesthood, and its promiscuous 


circulation was looked upon as a source of 
danger. But men were found who were will- 


*From The Publishers’ Weekly, November 14, 1931. 


ing to pay the price of giving the people the 
Bible in the vernacular, and there is not a more 
fascinating chapter in the story of the evolution 
and application of the printer’s art than that 
which tells of “The Making of the English 
Bible.’ As early as 1380-84, John Wyclif 
had given the English people the first copy of 
the Bible in their native tongue. How deeply 
he was execrated for his work may be inferred 
from the fact that after his death his ecclesiasti- 
cal enemies dug up his bones, burned them, 
and scattered the ashes in the river Swift. It 
was their punishment of one who “had made 
the jewel of the clergy the toy of the laity.” 


A century after Wyclif, the invention of 
printing made possible the work of William 
Tyndale. Building on Wyclif’s work, he both 
translated and printed the Scriptures, but he 
was remorselessly persecuted, driven into exile, 
and finally, in 1536, was strangled and burned. 
Tyndale had his courageous successors, con- 
spicuous among them being Miles Coverdale. 
When, in 1611, the King James or authorized 
version of the Bible was made, it showed the 
marks of Wyclif, Tyndale, and Coverdale. 
There was also manifest the influence of the 
Geneva Bible, a translation made by men of 
Calvinistic tendencies; of the Douai Bible, 
made at Douai, in Flanders, by Roman Catho- 
lic scholars late in the sixteenth century; and, 
to a less extent, of the German Bible of Luther. 
This translation, notwithstanding recent re- 
visions and many excellent individual render- 
ings, still retains its place, and is likely to do 
so, as the most widely sold, widely read, and 


16 


widely loved of English Bibles. For students, 
however, the English Revised of 1885, and the 
American Standard of 1901, are almost indis- 
pensable. 

The Protestant theory of the Bible accounts 
largely for the place it came to hold in the life 
of the people. The book is inseparable from 
the history and the literature of the English- 
speaking world. For generations, the family 
Bible was as much a part of the furnishing of 
the home as were tables and chairs. It was 


THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
GUTENBERG BIBLE 


The picture here reproduced 
through the courtesy and with 
the special permission of the 
National Geographic Maga- 
gine presents, in its very hand- 
some setting, the Gutenberg 
Bible acquired in 1930 by the 
Library of Congress. The rich 
case of carved solid mahogany 
is under constant guard, but 
open to the public. It will be 
remembered that this copy of 
the Gutenberg Bible was ac- 
quired in 1930 by a Congression- 
al appropriation of $1,500,000 
for its purchase together with 
some 3,000 incunabula. No ex- 
act figure has been set as the 
price paid for this copy—one of 
the only three perfect copies of 
the Bible in Latin printed by 
Gutenberg on vellum. It cost Dr. 
Vollbehr, from whom it was 
purchased, $372,500. Doubtless, 
he received something more 
than that when he passed the 
Bible over to the Library. 


a A eer 


often an heirloom. In it were recorded impor- 
tant events in the life of the family: it was the 
register of “births, marriages, and deaths.” As 
the Pilgrim Fathers left on their hazardous 
journey, Pastor John Robinson, in his farewell 
sermon, reminded them that “God had yet 
more light to break forth out of his Holy 
Word.” In “The Cotter’s Saturday Night,” 
Burns has left an unforgettable picture of the 
reading in the family circle of “the big ha’ 
Bible” by “the priest-like father,’ who bears 
himself for the serious occasion “wi’ patri- 
archal grace.” 

There is an authentic note in Lockhart’s 
story of the dying Sir Walter Scott calling for 
“the book,” and, being asked which book, re- 
plying, “There is but one.” Matchless scenes 
in “Adam Bede” and in “The Scarlet Letter” 
have their inspiration in Scriptural teaching. 

Statesmen in moments of crisis have given 
force to their appeals by apt Biblical quota- 
tions: Lincoln’s “a house divided against itself 
cannot stand” is a familiar case in point. And 
few who know the story of “the winning of 
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the West’ will find fault with the sculptor 
who, in the statue of ‘““The Pioneer Mother,” 
represents her as carrying a Bible in her hand 
as she strides valiantly forward into the un- 
known. 

Educators lament what they regard as the 
modern neglect of the Bible. That there is 
this neglect is undeniable. Even among many 


lovers of the Bible, considerable uneasiness has 
been caused by the publication of the findings 
of critical scholarship. 


Se 


All this, however, is tending to create a new 
situation in which a more intelligent view of 
the Bible may be brought about. Thousands 
of well-informed clergymen and teachers are 
today engaged in this task. Religious education 
programs give a large place to the Bible. Most 
colleges provide Bible courses. Students of 
the Bible have at their disposal an almost in- 
credible amount of collateral literature. 

It was by the art of the printer that the 
Bible was spread throughout the world in the 
days when it was regarded almost as a fetish. 
That same art must be its potent friend still. 
The finest skill of the craft is not too good to 
carry on the tradition which reaches back to 
the carefully treasured rolls of the Hebrew 
prophets; back to the unknown scribes from 
whose hand came the great fourth century cod- 
ices known as the Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, and 
Alexandrinus; back to Origen compiling his 
Hexapla; back to Jerome in his cave at Bethle- 
hem making the Latin Vulgate, and, in per- 
haps a more specific sense, back to Gutenberg 
and Caxton and Elzevir. 


—— 
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Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 
HE seventh stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in its one hundred and sixteenth year was 
held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, November 5, 1931, at 3:30 
o'clock p. m., Mr. Arlando Marine presiding. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rey. Dr. Henry A. Stimson. 

The minutes of the sixth stated meeting of 
the year were presented and approved. 

The minutes of the standing committees were 
presented and approved. 

An amendment to Article XXVII of the 
By-Laws was proposed providing for a rota- 
tion in the order of presenting the minutes of 
the standing committees to the Board. 

The Finance Committee was authorized to 
make a contract for the erection of the Bible 
House at Rio de Janeiro on the lines of plans 
and specifications which had been placed before 


the Board, and to be financed by the Sage Fund. 


Actions proposed by the Home Agencies 
Committee were approved, authorizing cooper- 
ation with other agencies in the promotion of 
‘more use of the Bible by individuals and 
families. 

The Rev. Robert O. Franklin, formerly a 
missionary in Siam of the Presbyterian Church, 
was appointed Agency Secretary of the Siam 
Agency to relieve Secretary Irwin when he 
returns to America next spring. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to Foreign Agencies during the 
‘month of September, 1931: Brazil, 4,331 vol- 
umes, valued at $2,533.83; Caribbean, 44,178 
volumes, valued at $2,301.64; China, 40 vol- 
umes, valued at $24.29; La Plata, 300 volumes, 
Fvalued at $409.73; Mexico, 3,735 volumes, 
valued at $3,401.98; total volumes, 52,554; 
total value, $8,671.47. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of September were 327,828 volumes. 


e © 
DECEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE eighth stated meeting of the Board 
| he held on Thursday, December 3, 1931, 
jat 3:30 p. m., Vice-President Henry S. Stearns, 
M.D., in the chair. 
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The Rev. Robert M. Hopkins, D.D., offered 
the opening prayer. 

The minutes of the seventh stated meeting 
of the year were presented and approved. 

On the nomination of the special committee 
appointed for the purpose, Mr. J. Frederick 
Talcott, M.A., of New York City, was elected 
President of the American Bible Society, and 
the Rev. Dr. Ezra S. Tipple led in prayer for 
divine blessing on the President elect in his 
new and important responsibilities, and on the 
Society in these days of special responsibility. 

Important matters presented by the Finance 
and Versions Committees, in addition to the 
election of the President, having occupied the 
Board in session until 5:30 p. m., recess was 
taken for dinner and the meeting continued 
thereafter, Mr. Arlando Marine taking the 
chair in the necessary absence of» Vice-Presi- 
dent Stearns. Dr. Marcial-Dorado, Secretary of 
the West Indies Agency, who was present, gave 
a brief address on a recent tour in his Agency. 

The minutes of the remaining standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 

The amendment to Article XXVII of the 


' By-Laws, proposed at the November meeting, 


was adopted, whereby the minutes of standing 
committees shall be presented in rotation, from 
ineeting to meeting. 

On the recommendation of the Home Agen- 
cies Committee, the Rev. Edgar Cordell Powers, 
of Towson, Maryland, was appointed Secretary 
of the National Capital Agency in conjunction 
with his duties as executive secretary of the 
Maryland Bible Society, to which office he has 
also been appointed. 

The budget for 1932 was taken under con- 
sideration and, on the recommendation of the 
Budget Committee supported by the Advisory 
Council, appropriations for the year 1932 were 
adopted totaling, together with anticipated re- 
ceipts on foreign fields, $1,180,248. See page 4. 

The minutes of the Advisory Council were 
presented, and the action unanimously adopted 
by it was read. See page 4. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to Foreign Agencies during the 
month of October, 1931: Caribbean, 2,201 vol- 
umes, valued at $278.43; China, 30 volumes, 
valued at $23.40; Japan, 57 volumes, valued at 
$25.68; La Plata, 3,430 volumes, valued at 
$2,075.25; Philippines, 2,552 volumes, valued 
at $175.96; Siam, 51 volumes, valued at $34.26; 
Upper Andes, 216 volumes, valued at $82.99; 
total volumes, 8,537 ; total value, $2,695.97. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of October were 435,606 volumes. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p. m. 
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ee ouotank County, Presbyterian Church $14 54 Fund Investment....... 60 00 

Me Nektete ciate re 38 24 ae — Se 

Exhode Island ...... 109,574 51 

Rocky Creek, S. C.. 31 65 he RECAPITULATION Messe 

St. Louis, i NRaerge cies 740 45 Te LACIES! Gico wieeeis. aioe eee lotiets $ 1,307 68 

Troy Female, Ohio 100 00 59 00 Ammiuiiteyas Gitte). :syents oreo siete 30,125 00 

eocesha Welsh, Auxiliary Societies Dona- 

MO LOR otoio tbe 100 00 ION) CAICCOUNT, We creer ate 532 40 
Westchester Co.5, IN: Auxiliary Societies Book 

“ib ORT TRI 519 62 ACCOUNT: ices alesis | eso CRO9 

= Home Agencies 23,228 35 
$2,308 69 Returns from Seriptures 

MoOnAtIONS: .....< —_— 532 40 DOnabe do ois s.0 a wiessomaccachere 14 54 

- $2,841 09 $57,516 66 Total Cash Receipts. ..$167,091 17 
CASH STATEMENT FOR NOVEMBER, 1931 
GENERAL CASH STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS 

maianee, from, October, 198T wi. dics siccececcie es $44,724 81 ASUS Mem Otimeloe CLA TIS Sine apereyetecseene Riel ate oictele tote teters trae $10,485 19 
Home PANO OIPCLG Hi tetas a tete evaiers tates tina -atse Ki crevve-o siléia 23,228 35 General Salaries and Eixpenses.....::....... 4,659 62 

BERANE AP ENCLIOS hicic.s © o)cls-ci ous .5 cessib o arritie esis 84 7,000 00 Treasurer’s Office—Salaries and Expenses.. 1,338 14 

MESEELT ODPL OS Werersiai cist coene + (ola a ale wie%s! alte) ein, S io vetaie cian y 2,308 69 Bible House) Expenses cis cote ome ee sox tises ete 9,090 54 

UL ACLOME TA ae rates fee sco. 5) ccsifer-o.0) che) aralls ausiatats deraievaa so gcepatets OO MeeAD DG Gitte re enerorarese er suecenvt oversialetenedeiecers rcs tol shenatssare sues 1,397 48 

Manufacturing Credits IDbAAeeNala, (oye Lbediayaroyaeyen. co noangonnGdco drat 2,604 28 

BIDIE SOCIety, FRECOrG. .. 250 eo c ieee veerlee snes PTO 1D) oA HINES os oo a ODOBGaadeant Gude G 20,615 37 

Be DIGH ELOUSE RONUAISS. .licb acl seo ote rita Biblel Societys RECONG ssc sscislecrelenests ire statins 114 48 

ONE POM C AUXIN ATIOS 6 6s. olb oidieucce crate od wissiesie PEST TUNGAAREC ULE Cligatay arene teiars Cael creneierskctenevene tere slaseversvere sromrines 100 00 
Gifts from Churches..... F A Vallala eLiMVGS UNVSTIES erecta clare tereieceenclicretsichetsne 219 94 
Gifts from Individuals $ Cash Reserved for Publication Department. 30,018 39 
Seittsetor Distribution to Blind.<.............. IPGSONA TT mLOMesA S ONGCIOST spensrere teste steiehe eia.e/eroieie steletalaretelets 2,905 31 
BINA ya PATCCOUME 0 esis wisie Siene dic ste © tlelece tame ne Sho) OO meeorelen VAP eNCLeSy nemniscle simile» cts cleesterecre meres ,254 30 
OSEEEV GIGS |W 5 Bs Ao iOS AUIIA Meno Geran E RS aomeniO ia 1,307 68 Funds Received for Transmission........... 4,025 50 

Income from Legacies and Gifts—Trust United States Trust Co.—Annuity Account.. 53,538 36 

BEL ALUCS Rede ete wae teie nino) oleveNerelsve sv 0 0/< Sidhaye.s averaleie 30,496 03 MMaMbiae INGeobae dexchbuntslenoaqgodecenuneocacs 1,000 00 

Income from Available Investments......... 93 50 Abiearyleehakera eehol Vevey pl} Ovel one noggnonoocecd Gon 180 00 
Beepinic Bible FLOUSE::. 2 %s5 sci \s 2 00 seisite esas ols 3,000 00 IVEISCOMANGOUS) EELOINC cartier aie lerecisnis cis televeratencetete 14 30 

Wragg, Rev. and Mrs. J. P. Fund Invested.. 60 00 MiscollanGOUs mH OTELS Ta” siete /sieiele\sleislerelelsrereiss retold 3,467 15 

mecacy Haualization Hund. ........665...s9% 38 00 ChurcheeBudeeveCOStsicpeco sete struc e eke s etovenene 363 26 

Funds Received for Transmission........... 3,434 88 GIRS PEr OM LICL VAGUS cratered susiete! «cone slersreretsyueleiens 8 75 

Special Annuity Income and Expense........ JOO EX ARK). ISAO NSO sor ooe 16 HodoooD poGeKencanh 9 00 

General—Salaries and Expenses............. BiG} Mokyvor iblet HOUSE cansinciiere ate wac tra letc ee 63 39 

BETO LSE aR ore clore lee nie isles Ho wheter avartaha ahetsiaiaca ener BO IMIR Soeosapbeopocnoneps anopodsou co aanoe nm oc0 228 19 
Sentrusion of Information. ........6.2066sceces i) eal ED OTISLOR Sum tess cera enor iersueyolenactagone vis eievestrar aie oLe-ar aeseauetent 346 74 

Bminmuity Department 22... 06.5.5 es esccereces 20,322 26 Income from Legacies and Gifts—Trust 

Returns from Scriptures Donated........... 14 54 DED URT NCR Sagat asain el ote Grain (osc; 98 8 abe. sliaitad: Sagas mice eevee 692 21 

Special Annuity Income and Expense....... 77 50 
PPVAUGME ACCOUNE | ferciate) sl etevahsyie ov sie\ereieihls oiti=i9)s ei steie 7 90 
iekiaanKeiaqys) ye) Ubb-alhinnai Ne Sha gaccdsoucsnd 565 4,364 45 
BAlancemtow December) LUST ivi... ciele sie ore crete arn 45,626 24 
. $211,815 98 $211,815 98 

f PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 
Balance BROIL OCEODE Ins LO ole reysiecnetenstenst arse teucyscris $ 5,809 04 Publication Department Voie cc. cere vid, $15,958 16 
Bpensferred from General Cash.............. 30,018 39 Balanee to December, 1931. .c. se. ce ewes 19,869 27 
ie $35,827 43 $35,827 43 
. a SS ee 
7 
3 Mou Cash balance. ist cchich tierce oss. $65,495 51 
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ONE OF THE MANY REASONS 


Why Christians Secure 
Our Annuity Agreements 


SAFETY 


Miss A. D., of Illinois, recognizing the uncertainty of 
many forms of investments, takes great satisfaction in 
the safety of American Bible Society annuity agreements: 


“OL HERE is nothing 

that interests me 
in the way that the 
important work of 
the American Bible 
Society does. It is so 
widespread, so educa- 
tional, so civilizing, 
and, above. ally so 
Christ-like, that it is 
most appealing. 


“In these days of un- 
easiness about invest- 
ments, it is so comfort- 
able to know that my 
annuity agreement in 
the Society is abso- 
lutely safe and that I 
can depend on the 
payments from it. And 
I know that all the 
time it is doing good.” 


Hundreds of friends have written expressing complete satisfaction 
with the annuity plan. You, too, would be pleased with this plan 


Tail the Coupon Today! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York , 


American Bible Society 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York City 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet No. 62AH entitled ‘“‘Bibles and 


Bonds.”’ 


——— 


